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SUBJECT: DASSAULT REPRESENTATIVE'S TRIAL FOR ATTEMPTED BRIBERY 

REF: THE HAGUE 776 

1 . TRIAL OF DASSAULT AMSTERDAM REPRESENTATIVE BOTTERMAN FOR 
ATTEMPTED BRIBERY ENDED FEB 12 WITH PROSECUTION (SIC) ASKING 

FOR ACQUITTAL ON GROUNDS OF LACK OF EVIDENCE. PUBLIC PROSECUTOR 
LAMBASTED PIET DANKERT AND WIM KEJA (PARLIAMENTARIANS WHO TESTI- 
FIED TO BRIBERY ATTEMPTS) FOR THEIR PERFORMANCES IN COURT. 
SHARPEST WORDS WERE FOR DANKERT, WHO PUBLIC PROSECUTOR SAID HAD 
SEEMED TO ENCOURAGE DASSAULT IN ITS OFFERS. HIS STORY COULD 
LEAD TO CONCLUSION THAT HE "WAS NOT ALTOGETHER UNWILLING TO 
ACCEPT SOME REWARD FOR HIS RECOMMENDATION TO GON TO PURCHASE 
THE MIRAGE." 

2. WHEN STORY OF ALLEGED BRIBERY OFFERS SURFACED IN 1974, 

DASSAULT REPUTATION AND COMPANY'S CAMPAIGN TO SELL THE MIRAGE 
WERE THE OBVIOUS LOSERS, ALTHOUGH FOUR-NATION CONSORTIUM S 
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ISSUE. WHILE DASSAULT NOW WILL NOT WIN PLAUDITS FOR STORIES OF 
HOW IT LOBBIED FOR THE MIRAGE, IT HAS NOT BEEN DAMAGED MUCH MORE 
BY THIS TRIAL. IN GENERAL, DASSAULT’S ADMITTED WINING AND DINING 
OF POLITICIANS IS RECOGNIZED AS NORMAL BUSINESS PRACTICE- 
PERHAPS NOT TO BE APPLAUDED, BUT NOT TO BE FLATLY CONDEMNED 
EITHER. THE COMPANY HAS, ON THE OTHER HAND, CATEGORICALLY 
DENIED THE BRIBERY CHARGES, AND DUTCHMEN ARE BEING TREATED ON 
PRACTICALLY DAILY BASIS TO LOCKHEED ADMISSIONS OF BRIBERY ON A 
MUCH LARGER SCALE AND AT HIGHER LEVELS. 

3. THUS, PIET DANKERT, CHAIRMAN OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COM- 
MITTEE IN LOWER HOUSE EMERGES AS BIG LOSER IN AFFAIR. PUBLIC 
RAKING OVER HE RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENT PROSECUTOR MAY HAVE 
ENDED HIS POLITICAL CAREER. IT SEEMS INCONCEIVABLE THAT HE 
COULD STILL BE CONSIDERED AS A PROSPECTIVE CABINET MEMBER. AND 
LABOR PARTY MAY NOT EVEN WANT CONSIDER HIM AS PARLIAMENTARY 
CANDIDATE IN FUTURE ELECTIONS. 

4. COURT'S DECISION ON CASE TO BE HANDED DOWN IN TWO WEEKS. 

GOULD 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BRIBERY, FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MILITARY SALES, TRIALS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976THEHA00794 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760057-0430 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760248/aaaabqdg.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 THE HAGUE 776 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 MAR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <01 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DASSAULT REPRESENTATIVE'S TRIAL FOR ATTEMPTED BRIBERY 
TAGS: PGOV, BBAK, MARR, NL, FR, DASSAULT, COURTAULDS LTD 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



